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Education Reform - Vision 
 

WAC 180-51-001 

 (1) The state is shifting from a time and credit-based system of education to a standards and performance-
based education system.  Certain ways of thinking about time must shift in order to support the ongoing 
implementation of school reform. The board's long-term vision of a performance-based education system 
includes: 

(a) No references to grade levels or linking a student's educational progress to a particular age. 
Instead, learning is viewed in terms of developmental progress, academically and vocationally, so that 
while the curriculum may be sequential the student moves through it at her or his developmental pace, 
regardless of age; 

(b) An understanding that in the absence of other important information, a student's grade point 
average and performance on the Washington assessment of student learning do not provide a complete 
picture of the student's abilities and accomplishments; 

(c) An understanding that our concept of school needs to expand and take into account that 
education and learning are about connected learning experiences, which can and do occur inside and 
outside the physical boundaries of a school building; and 

(d) An understanding that students do not all learn in the same way (there are multiple learning 
styles), that teachers do not all instruct in the same way (there are multiple teaching styles and 
strategies), and these facts suggest that it should be possible to assess students' performance and 
achievement in multiple ways while maintaining common, high expectations and standards for learning. 

 
(2) Long-term, as the performance-based education system continues to evolve, the state board of education 

believes that there should be an on-going review of assessment administration issues. The state board envisions 
a time when state assessments are administered during one or more assessment windows annually. During these 
times, students are allowed to take the appropriate norm-referenced or criterion-referenced state assessment 
based upon the collective determination by the student, the student's parent(s), teacher(s), and counselor that the 
student is developmentally ready to take the assessment, rather than because the student is a particular age or is 
in a particular grade. 

 
[Statutory	Authority:	RCW	28A.230.090.	WSR	00-19-108,	§	180-51-001,	filed	9/20/00,	effective	

10/21/00.] 
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Earning “Equivalency Credit” 
 

WAC 180-51-050 

High school credit—Definition. 

As used in this chapter the term "high school credit" shall mean: 
(1) Grades nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school program, or as otherwise 

provided in RCW 28A.230.090(4): 
(a) Successful completion, as defined by written district policy, of courses taught to the state's essential 

academic learning requirements (learning standards). If there are no state-adopted learning standards for a 
subject, the local governing board, or its designee, shall determine learning standards for the successful 
completion of that subject; or 

(b) Satisfactory demonstration by a student of proficiency/competency, as defined by written district policy, 
of the state's essential academic learning requirements (learning standards). 

(2) College and university course work. At the college or university level, five quarter or three semester 
hours shall equal 1.0 high school credit: Provided, That for the purpose of this subsection, "college and 
university course work" means course work that generally is designated 100 level or above by the college or 
university. 

(3) Community/technical college high school completion program - Diploma awarded by 
community/technical colleges. Five quarter or three semester hours of community/technical college high school 
completion course work shall equal 1.0 high school credit: Provided, That for purposes of awarding equivalency 
credit under this subsection, college and university high school completion course work includes course work 
that is designated below the 100 level by the college and the course work is developmental education at grade 
levels nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school program. (See also WAC 180-51-053) 

(4) Community/technical college high school completion program - Diploma awarded by school district. A 
minimum of .5 and a maximum of 1.0 high school credit may be awarded for every five quarter or three 
semester hours of community/technical college high school completion course work: Provided, That for 
purposes of awarding equivalency credit under this subsection, college and university high school completion 
course work includes course work that is designated below the 100 level by the college and the course work is 
developmental education at grade levels nine through twelve or the equivalent of a four-year high school 
program. (See also WAC 180-51-053) 

(5) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a written policy for determining the 
awarding of equivalency credit authorized under subsection (4) of this section. The policy shall apply 
uniformly to all high schools in the district. 

(6) Each high school district board of directors shall adopt a written policy regarding the recognition and 
acceptance of earned credits. The policy shall apply to all high schools in the district. The policy may include 
reliance on the professional judgment of the building principal or designee in determining whether or not a 
credit meets the district's standards for recognition and acceptance of a credit. The policy shall include an appeal 
procedure to the district if it includes reliance on the professional judgment of the building principal or 
designee. 

(7) A student must first obtain a written release from their school district to enroll in a high school 
completion program under subsection (3) of this section if the student has not reached age eighteen or whose 
class has not graduated. 
	


